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WA HEALTH EXCELLENCE AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.40 pm]: I rise to inform members of some of the 
outstanding individuals and projects recognised at the recent WA Health Excellence Awards. These awards are 
held annually to acknowledge achievement that enhances our health system. 

Clinical geneticist Dr Gareth Baynam won the Minister for Health’s Award, which pays tribute to an individual 
who has made a significant and sustained contribution to the Western Australian health system over the course of 
their career. Dr Baynam, who heads Western Australia’s groundbreaking and highly successful undiagnosed 
diseases program, received the accolade for his tireless work to improve Aboriginal health services, particularly 
genetic health services, and for being a champion for people with rare diseases. Dr Baynam played a pivotal role 
in the establishment of the undiagnosed diseases program, which seeks to find answers for people with rare and 
complex medical conditions. 

An endoscopy pre-admission nurse clinic at Royal Perth Hospital, which helped the hospital slash its number 
of over-boundary endoscopy cases and perform an additional 800 procedures in its first year, won the 
Director General’s Award, the premier award for health projects. 

Other major award winners were the Western Australia Eating Disorders Outreach and Consultation Service, 
which collected the Mental Health Commissioner’s Award for mental health and wellbeing and alcohol and other 
drug services, and the Perth Children’s Hospital tube-feed weaning team, which won the inaugural Allied Health 
Award for its successful tube-feed weaning and positive eating project. Kylie Bosich, command centre director 
with the WA Country Health Service, and PathWest clinical microbiologist Dr Tim Inglis, were joint winners of 
the Jill Porteous Memorial Award, which honours individual dedication to high-quality, patient-centred health care 
in a hospital, community or healthcare setting. Ms Bosich was recognised for her almost 20 years of work to ensure 
the best quality care and outcomes for WA Country Health Service patients. Dr Inglis was honoured for his work 
in infectious diseases, specifically in antibiotic susceptibility testing for use in regional and remote areas. 

In a separate awards presentation at Government House, two other members of the health system were recognised. 
Obstetrician Professor John Newnham and medical student Yarlalu Thomas were named WA Senior Australian 
of the Year and WA Young Australian of the Year respectively. 

Congratulations to all these individuals and organisations. I commend them for their outstanding contributions to 
our public health system. 
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